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ORD IRRIGATION AREA — DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL 

455. Mr V.A. CATANIA to the Minister for Agriculture and Food: 

It is great to see a government that is committed to showing political leadership and developing the north, 
including the Kimberley, Pilbara, and my electorate of North West. Will the minister please provide an update 
on the huge development potential of the Ord irrigation area? 

Mrs C.A. Martin interjected.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

We did not bring any rice this time, but we probably should have—did the member get some rice? Did the 
member for Kimberley try it? 

Mrs C.A. Martin interjected.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: It is fantastic! I have had some, and I reckon it is absolutely outstanding! 

I thank the member for North West for his interest in the north, the Pilbara, and the area he represents. On the 
previous weekend to this weekend I visited the East Kimberley, specifically Kununurra, Wyndham and Broome, 
and I dropped in at Meekatharra on the way home. The member’s question was about some of the things that are 
happening in the Ord irrigation area, and I wish to highlight two points before I talk about a couple of reports 
that I released on that trip. 

One point that really stands out is that for the first time, people in the East Kimberley area are seeing something 
happen in the Ord River development. Something is actually happening in terms of change. It is not just words, it 
is not just a report and it is not just statements that are made in Parliament; there is actually something happening 
on the ground with the extension of the M2. To sit in front and see a channel, which is probably about as wide as 
this chamber and just about as deep, and 19 kilometres long, at various stages of development, really gives a 
measure of the direction the Liberal–National government is taking to develop the highly productive soils of the 
East Kimberley area, particularly the Ord River valley.  

When I toured the project with Stuart Dyson, who is the face of Leighton Contractors on that particular project, 
what really stood out, besides the clear changes, is the Indigenous engagement. To see the steps being taken to 
ensure that people are trained up and have the necessary skills to properly engage in the contract was absolutely 
tremendous. The project is highly spoken of not only by the contractors up there but also by the local 
community, the shire, and the Miriuwung Gajerrong Corporation. I saw the level of engagement on that project. 
All credit goes to the Liberal–National government, through the Premier and the Minister for Regional 
Development, for that being a key part of the project delivery.  

When I visited the area, I released two reports that I commissioned through my agency. One report was to do 
with a soil survey of the Cockatoo Sands that involved a particular soil type that sits outside the Ord River 
valley. The report highlights that there is potentially over 50 000 hectares of horticultural soil types available for 
future irrigation in the Ord River area. That gives us vision for what the future might hold for the Ord River 
irrigation system. Yes, there are cultural issues, there is a range of social issues, and there are economic and 
environmental issues that need to be dealt with to make that available, but it provides potential scope for future 
development in the East Kimberley beyond the current project that has been commissioned.  

The other report that I commissioned was a report around the supply of water. It drew comments from a range of 
agencies to get an understanding of water availability to support potential expansion. In short, the report 
basically says that the department found that water allocation and reliability would not limit further expansion of 
the Ord River irrigation area in the short to medium term. The two key elements of available soils and available 
water put the potential together to show that, indeed, beyond the current project, there are huge opportunities in 
the East Kimberley. There is a range of reasons to be particularly optimistic about the opportunities going 
forward. It has been a key priority for the Liberal–National government. Regional Western Australia is the 
backbone of the Western Australian economy. This is an investment in that area. The future is looking very 
good. We have taken the initial steps in what is potentially one of the most substantial agricultural developments 
of this state.  

On top of that, as the member for Kimberley highlighted—she will try out the rice pretty soon!—rice is one of 
the potential backbone crops for the Ord River irrigation area. We are also making investments in some research 
capacity in the Ord area. We are putting in some accommodation to allow potential PhD students to be engaged 
in that area around tropical horticulture, to support developments not only in the Ord River irrigation area but 
also the broader potential 50 000 hectares that could be available into the future. This is just the beginning. 
Again, this is a visual example of what has happened in the first two years of this government, with strong 
Indigenous engagement to boot. I am really looking forward to the next steps.  
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